Study objective: The aims of the study were to evalu¬ ate the technique of selective digestion decontamina¬ tion (SDD) in preventing the development of nosocomial infections in a selected population and to assess the effects on colonization of the oropharynx, nares, and bronchi. A financial assessment was also per¬ formed.
Design: Prospective, double-blind, randomized, place¬ bo-controlled trial using amphotericin B, colistin sul¬ fate (polymixin E), and gentamicin applied to the nares, the oropharynx, and enterally; no parenteral antibiotics were given during the study period. The SDD was applied every 6 h during the study period. Setting: Multidisciplinary ICU in a university hospital.
Patients: A total of 148 trauma patients admitted emergently and intubated within less than 24 h were enrolled. Seventy-two patients who received placebo and 76 treated patients were analyzed on an "inten¬ tion-to-treat" basis. (Fig 1) . As shown in Figure 1 (Fig 1) . When samples from all sites were combined, an in¬ crease in the number of sterile samples was observed on day 3 in the treated group, and the difference was statistically significant between the two groups (p=0.0001) throughout the SDD period (Fig 2) . At 
